** See 2nd page for notes. **
Time Line of Events of the December 4-6, 2003 Snow Storm

The storm started around 9:00 AM as a quick burst of snow, then quickly tapered to a fine snow.  The fine snow was mixed with sleet and became somewhat light through about 3:00 PM when it tapered to a couple of flurries imbedded in light sleet.  Around 5:00 PM the mixture returned back to snow and became a lot heavier.  By 7:00 a nice coating had been established on untreated sidewalks/roadways.  

On Sunday morning we discovered that all that ice we were supposed to get never showed, instead we had about 7 inches on the ground.  The snow had tapered off by around 6:30 for the most part with a couple of quick heavy bursts.  By   9:00 AM the snow started to mix with sleet and eventually turned over to sleet for about 15 minutes at a time then go back to mix of snow and sleet for about another 15 minutes and turn back again to sleet.  Around noon the mixture had turned back to all snow and would mix very briefly (5 minutes or less) with sleet.  The snow continued until around 2:00 PM were it tapered off to just some very light snow.  Around 3:00 PM the snow kicked into gear again and heavy little burst came (lasted about 20 minutes).  After the burst it once again returned to a very light snow.  The light snow continued until around 8:00 PM where it picked up to a moderate snow and once again as it had the night before quickly accumulated on all surfaces, even once that had became slush in the late afternoon radiation during the lightest snow of the day.

As the storm took its unexpected turn to the North the snow became flurries around 5 AM Saturday morning (12-6-03).  We only received around 2 inches Friday night (12-5-03).  Off and on snow/sleet continued through about 10 AM Saturday morning although this precipitation was very light and did not accumulated enough to measure.  At Noon Saturday (12-6-03) the precipitation came to a final stop and left us with about 10 inches. (Calculated using NWS Skywarn measuring procedure of rounding up to nearest half inch from a little over 9¾ inches.)
Notes
· A Winter Storm Warning was officially issued by the NWS at 4:09 PM.
· The slow speed of the low was not anticipated and the huge 7 inch snow on Friday Morning (12-05-03) 
was a shock to many people who had not been expecting all that snow.

· If the forecast would have been corrected for the early morning hours of December the 4th the area may have gotten as much as a half inch of ice which would have been extremely dangerous.

· All information was collected approx. 5 miles south of Elkton, Virginia just off Route 340 in Extremely Western Rockingham County.
· This document is meant to record the events of this powerful storm as they unfolded. All information is my work and I would like it to stay that way.  No copying this document please.  To be used only for personal use.
